Hyalinizing clear cell carcinoma arising from the base of the tongue.
Hyalinizing clear cell carcinoma is a low-grade indolent and rare salivary gland tumor originally described by Milchgrub et al. in 1994. We herein report a case of this tumor of the base of the tongue. A 66-year-old Japanese woman presented with a large painless mass in the throat. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging revealed a 40x30-mm well-defined ovoid tumor arising from the base of the tongue. She underwent tracheostomy followed by a resection of the tumor via the transmandibular approach combined with a right-sided supra-omohyoid neck dissection. Because the tumor invasion of the surrounding tissue was limited, the surgical defect at the base of the tongue was relatively small, and no reconstructive procedure needed to be performed. The tumor was histopathologically diagnosed as hyalinizing clear cell carcinoma of the minor salivary gland. Her postoperative clinical course was uneventful. No aspiration or difficulty upon deglutition was recognized when she started transoral ingestion on the eighth postoperative day. The patient is currently free from disease 21 months after surgery. The pathology, clinical characteristics, and treatment of hyalinizing clear cell carcinoma are bibliographically reviewed.